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1. What is an octave?

2. What is the series of whole and half steps for the 
major scale?

3. What is the symbol for a half step?

4. What is the symbol for a whole step?

5. Between which degrees of the major scale do the 
half steps occur?

1. Distance from one note to the next note with the 
same name. 12 half steps or 6 whole steps.

2. wwhwwwh

3.          

4.          

5. 3-4, 7-8

MOVING ON
If you understand the major scale, you’ve got a powerful tool to unlock the intricacies of 
much of music theory. Be sure you know the ins and outs of this scale before you move on. 
If you haven’t already, start memorizing all 12 major scales on your instrument. You can 
print them out for free on this book’s Web site. Go to http://is.gd/guhuga.

Coming up in the next chapter are key signatures, devices at the beginning of a piece of music that tell 
you which notes are sharp or fl at for the entire piece. 

CHAPTER 21 STUDY GUIDE

PRACTICAL USE EXERCISES
1. On a blank staff  using the clef of your instrument, write in an E-fl at low on the staff . Use your 

keyboard to fi gure out the E-fl at major scale. Write it down, then play it on your instrument. Does 
is sound right? Sing it. Make it musical! Play with it by varying length, articulation, and anything 
else. Make it fun instead of just plodding up and down the scale. 

2.  Do the same thing, starting on A. Play and sing the scale until it’s memorized. Make it musical! 
Play with it by varying length, articulation, and anything else. Make it fun instead of just plodding 
up and down the scale. 

3. Write out all 12 Major scales. Learn them on your instrument. Th ey are of immense value in your 
progress as a musician!
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