
CHAPTER 22: UNLOCK THE SECRET OF KEY SIGNATURES
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MOVING ON
Th e concept of key signatures can be diffi  cult to understand, but I hope you’ve got it. If not, spend some 
more time with this chapter until you do. Key signatures are important.

After the review for this chapter is the review for the entire section. Th is has been an important section, 
and most of what follows builds on what you’ve learned in this section, so be sure you understand all 
of it before moving on.

After the section review, you get to take a break from music theory with another Interlude. In this one 
you get to learn a little bit about guitar.

CHAPTER 22 STUDY GUIDE
1. How are key signatures and the major scale related?

2. What is the order of fl ats?

3. How do you fi nd the name of a fl at key?

4. Which key has only one fl at in it?

5. What is the name of that lonely fl at in the key of F?

6. Which major key signature has four fl ats?

7. How many fl ats in the key of E Major, and what are 
they?

8. How many fl ats are in the key of C Major?

9. Which major key signature has seven fl ats?

10. What is the order of sharps?

11. How do you fi nd the name of a sharp key?

12. How many sharps in the key of D and what are they?

13. What is the name of the key signature with 4 sharps?

14. How many sharps in the key of C?

15. Where do you fi nd key signatures (be specifi c)?

1. A key signature gives the correct whole and 
half steps for a major scale of the same name.

2. BEADGCF

3. Th e second -to-the-last fl at in the key 
signature is the name of the key.

4. F

5. B
6. A Major

7. Th ree: B,E,A
8. None

9. C Major

10. FCGDAEB

11. Go up ½ step from the last sharp in the key 
signature

12. Two: F#, C#

13. E

14. None

15. At the beginning of a 
piece of music, between the 

clef and the time signature.v
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PRACTICAL USE EXERCISES
1. On a low line/space of a blank bass or treble clef staff , write an F. Now put a note on each line and 

space above the F until you reach the F an octave above (you should end up with 8 notes). Now, 
just after the clef, put in the key signature for F# Major. Look at the sharp key examples for help 
with this if you must. Play and sing the F# Major scale you just made (have a fi ngering chart for 
your instrument handy).

2. Create a 4-measure melody in the key of Ab. Choose your own clef and meter. Play and sing what 
you’ve written. Change it if you don’t like it. Do the same in two more keys of your choice.

3. Write out each of the major key signatures with their major scale.

4. From now on, whenever you see a piece of music, look at it and identify its key signature.


