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 THE KEYS TO THE KINGDOM: ALL MAJOR KEY SIGNATURES

THE CIRCLE OF FIFTHS (A.K.A. CYCLE OF FOURTHS)
Th e graphic tool on the following page is known by some diff erent names. You may see “cycle” or 
“circle” and it may be called Cycle/Circle of Fourths, or Cycle/Circle of Fifths. It’s a device to help 
you understand key signatures, how they relate to each other, how they’re used in chord progressions, 
among other things. If you look at the diagram, you’ll notice that going clockwise around the circle, 
each key has one more sharp than the key before it and the notes are all the same distance apart (an 
interval called a fi fth, that you’ll soon learn. And going counter-clockwise, each key has one more 
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