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DIMINISHED SEVENTH CHORD
Also known as the fully diminished seventh chord, compared to the half-diminished chord you just 
learned. Th e diminished seventh chord is made up of stacked minor thirds. 

Th e diminished seventh chord has four notes, and the interval between each 
successive note is a minor third, or 3 half steps. Because these chords are 
symmetrical, they repeat every three half steps. Th e GO7 chord—G, B, D, 
F—has the exact same pitches as the BO7, DO7, and EO7 chords (Note: E is 
the enharmonic equivalent for F).
CHORDS NOT COVERED
Th ere are several other types of chord that this book won’t cover, though I’ll tell 
you what some are and you can discover them on your own if you’d like. 

Th ere are suspended fourth chords, Neapolitan sixth chords, German sixth chords, and many more.

MOVING ON
Th is chapter should allow you to understand and spell most chords you’ll come across. Again, the 
concepts you’re now learning are more complex than previous ones and they may take some time 
before they’re understood well, so keep at it.

All the chords in this chapter have been in root position, the most basic form of a chord. In the next 
chapter, you’ll learn about chord inversions, which is a chord with a note other than the tonic as the 
bottom note.

CHAPTER 30 STUDY GUIDE
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1. What is a chord extension?

2. How are chord extensions notated?

3. What is a compound interval?

4. When you see a 7 to the right of a chord letter, what 
kind of a 7th is it?

5. How would you indicate a Major 7 above the root?

6. What’s another name for the V7 chord?

7. Why are V7 chords so important?

1. A note in addition to the basic triad

2. A number equal to the note’s interval above 
the root. Also with a symbol showing quality

3. An interval greater than an octave

4. A minor 7th above the root

5. 
Δ or maj7 or m7  

6. A dominant seventh chord

7. Th ey draw the ear to the tonic (I) chord, and 
appear in nearly all chord progressions
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8. Spell the V7 chord in the key of G.

9. What chord tones are in a 9th chord?

10. What chord tones are in an 11th chord?

8. D,F#,A,C

9. Root, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th

10. Root, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th, 11th

PRACTICAL USE EXERCISES
1. Write out the triads above C, A, B, and A. Put the chord name underneath (don’t forget Major/

minor distinctions). Place the seventh in each of the chords and alter the chord symbol as necessary 
to make it correct. Place the ninth in each chord and again correct the chord symbol. 

2. Sing or play (both is best) a Major triad. Any starting note will do but try to make it in a comfortable 
range. As you are singing one note of the chord, try to hear the others simultaneously. Once the 
Major triad is in your ear, add the seventh until you can sing or play a seventh easily. Do the same 
with the ninth chord.

3. Spend some time messing around with all triads and extensions on the piano. It’s fun and will help 
your understanding immensely.


