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1. What is the defi nition of a chord?

2. What determines the quality of a chord?

3. How are chords named?

4. What are the parts of a triad?

5. Why are they called this?

6. How do you tell if a triad is Major?

7. How do you tell if a triad is minor?

8. What are the intervals in a Major triad?

9. What are the intervals in a minor triad?

10. What are the intervals in a diminished triad?

1. Th ree or more notes played at the same time

2. Th e intervals within the chord

3. With a letter, and a quality of Major, minor, diminished or 
augmented; and with a Roman numeral, 

4. Root, third, fi fth

5. Root is the tonic of the chord; the third is a 3rd above the 
root; the fi fth is a 5th above the root

6. Capital Roman numeral, a capital letter, or the intervals 
within the triad. Or hear it!

7. Lowercase Roman numeral or letter; “min” next to the 
letter name; the triad’s intervals. Hear it!

8. A note a Major 3rd above the tonic and another a Perfect 
5th above the tonic

9. A note a minor 3rd above the tonic and another a Perfect 
5th above the tonic

10. A note a minor 3rd above the tonic and another a 
diminished 5th above the tonic

 AUGMENTED TRIADS
Th ere aren’t any naturally occurring augmented triads in the key of C, or in any major key, so we’ll have 
to throw in an accidental to get one. Th e augmented triad has a vaguely unsettling sound, and is usually 
the type of chord played just before the knife-wielding psycho jumps out from behind the couch and 
scares the cooties off  your head.

An augmented triad consists of a note a Major 3rd above the root and 
another note an augmented 5th above the root. Or stacked Major thirds.

Since there aren’t any augmented triads occurring naturally in the key of 
C, I’ll just make a couple up. Th e chord symbol for an augmented chord is 
a plus symbol (+), or the abbreviation “aug.”

MOVING ON
Triads are the most basic chord form and it’s important to know the diff erence between Major, minor, 
diminished and augmented triads, so don’t go on until you’ve got it.

In the next Chapter we’ll add another note on top of the chord, called an extension. But fi rst, the 
review.
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11. What are the intervals in an augmented triad?

12. What are the sound qualities of the diff erent types 
of triads?

11. A note a Major 3rd above the tonic and 
another an augmented 5th above the tonic

12. Major = happy; minor = sad; 
diminished = suspenseful; 

augmented = unsettling, or fl oating

PRACTICAL USE EXERCISES
1. Write out triads above the notes C, D, E, F and G. Sing or play these chords in an arpeggio (look 

this word up in the glossary if you don’t know it) until you can hear each note in the chord easily. 
Play these notes as a chord on a piano or guitar. Identify which chords are Major and which chords 
are minor. Sing and playing the minor thirds and Major thirds within these triads.

2. Write out four triads, all with D as their tonic. Make the fi rst triad major, the second minor, the third 
diminished, and the fourth augmented. Play them on a piano. Memorize how they sound. Do the 
same thing starting on another note of your choice.


